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A Bit About Me
• Young Adult (YA) Librarian, McCully-Mo’ili’ili 
Public Library, HSPLS
• Adjunct Professor, LIS Program, UH Manoa
•Hawaii State Representative for ALAN, Assembly on 
        Literature for Adolescents of the NCTE (The National Council of Teachers of English)
• Beta Phi Mu Xi Chapter, Events Coordinator
• Opera Singer, Hawaii Opera Theatre
• Opera Studio Member
• Genealogist
• Contracted writer for Densho.org 
1. Who Do You Really Know? 
You already have a network…use it to 
your advantage!
• Use your unique combination of interests—you 
have connections both inside AND outside of 
“library world” 
• Are you on any kind of social media? A mailing list? 
Member of a club? Hiking group? Go to the dog 
park? Go to a church? Babysitting co-op? Attend 
concerts? Go to parties? 
• You know more people than you think you 
do…and those people know people. You just need 
to look for those opportunities or ask 
2. Keep business cards with you 
at all times
You never know who you will run into!
3. Keep an ever-growing contact 
list of librarians, teachers, and 
stakeholders
This will be your go-to list whenever you have a 
program or want to share information 
Area Schools and School Libraries
• Punahou School, 
     Bishop Learning Center
• Punahou School, 
Cooke Library
• Stevenson Middle School
• Washington Middle School 
• Roosevelt High School
• McKinley High School
• Kaimuki Middle School
• Kaimuki High School
• Niu Valley Middle School
• Kalani High School
• Jarrett Middle School
• Maryknoll High School
• St. Louis School Library
• St. Andrews Priory
• Iolani School, 
     Upper School Library
• St. Francis School Library
• Mid-Pacific Institute
• UH Laboratory School
• Lutheran High School
• Sacred Hearts Academy
Area Contacts/Stakeholders
• Friends of McCully-Mōʿiliʿili Library (PALS)
• School of Library and Information Sciences, University 
of Hawaii of Manoa
• ALAsc Hawaii (University of Hawaii's American Library 
Association Student Chapter)
• Boys and Girls Club of Honolulu
• Mōʿiliʿili Community Center
• Ben Franklin/Ace Hardware
• Kaimuki High School Art Club
• Kalani High School Anime Club
• Kim Kiyabu Piano Studio
But how can I find out who my 
stakeholders are? 
• Look at area maps to find schools, businesses, and 
organizations—you probably share common goals 
• However, be careful not to be limited by library 
proximity
• Keep mental notes of library users as contacts
• Be open-minded when others approach you with 
potential partnership ideas 
McCully-MōʻiliʻiIi Public Library
Our library and neighboring public libraries 
4. Get Out of Your Library
• Visit other libraries—you may get ideas for 
programming, displays, etc.
• If you feel comfortable, introduce yourself to 
other library professionals 
• Ask friends or colleagues for ideas or 
suggestions
• Booktalking!!
5. Ask for Feedback 
• Asking for feedback is one way to validate that 
you find value in what others have to say. Listen.
• Use for improvement and as testimony to back 
up the success of your projects 
6. Follow Up: 
Write Thank You Letters and 
e-mails
• Everyone likes to feel appreciated. Be sure to 
show your appreciation to everyone who helps 
you on your journey 
• For example: 
• Summer Reading Program Statistics of students  
to principals/school librarians
• Thank you letters to program sponsors
• Offer your help as a contact in the future
7. Create Reports for Applicable 
Stakeholders
• If you had a GREAT program, show AND tell with 
pictures and anecdotes. You can talk and talk 
and talk but it won’t be as effective as a quick 
report with lots of pictures of thankful 
participants and happy anecdotes
• Stakeholders will appreciate your sharing 
outcomes with them and will be more willing to 
continue assistance in the future 

8. Join a Professional 
Organization
Hawaii Association of School Librarians
May I suggest…
ALAN! 
Assembly on Literature for 
Adolescents of the NCTE 
(The National Council of Teachers of English) 
http://www.alan-ya.org/
9. Attend Professional 
Conferences –
at least once every five years if possible
• Don’t let the fear of being 
rebuffed stop you-- most 
people are nice
• Your ID nametag stating 
that you are from Hawaii is 
an immediate ice breaker
• Come prepared--bring gifts 
for people with whom you 
have made a connection!   
The joy of being in ALAN… 




• And you will be Remembered
• SHARE your time, energy, and work 
 
Give Back
• “Life After Library 
School” Panel for the 
ALAsc
• Guest lecturer for the 
LIS Program, various 
classes 
• HLA Conference 
Registration 
Committee
Be Involved (…or it’s all about visibility) 
2015 HSPLS Summer 
Reading Program - Hawaii 
Pizza Hut Teen Finale @ 
Pearlridge Shopping 
Center 





Beta Phi Mu Xi Chapter Events Coordinator 
2005-present
Some successful projects, 
programs,  and partnerships at 
the 
McCully-MōʻiliʻiIi Public Library
YA Booklists: What Do I Read 
Next?
Teen Library Services for Nearby 
Schools:
Washington Middle School  Kaimuki High School 
0.5 miles away  2.2 miles away 
9 min walk or 7 mins by bus  8 mins by car or 22 mins by bus 
Washington Middle School
For a majority of the students, this is their first visit to a library 
outside of school. At the very least, I want students to have the 
opportunity to physically walk through the library and realize it’s 
not a scary place. They should feel as welcome as anyone else and 
the YA section is a special space for them to use and enjoy. 
Washington Middle School/
McCully-Mōʻiliʻili Library
Fall-Winter 2015 Orientation 
Project• 8 field trips between 
August –December 2015
• 20 classes of  6th, 7th, and 
8th graders
• 9 different teachers
• 205 middle school 
students visited, many for 
the first time in any public  
library 
Kaimuki High School Art Club
Booktalking: Getting Out and 
About
Venture from your library and out into your 
community! These are YOUR readers and 
future lifelong learners…
Feedback from Teachers and 
School Librarians
• Students were engaged and rushed up to check out the 
books before the librarian could even finish her 
sentence inviting students to browse.
• I've noticed more boys requesting books to borrow 
after booktalks.
• Students have borrowed books immediately following 
the booktalks and even returned to tell what page they 
are on already. Others have come back to the library 
during their free period to continue reading.
Feedback from Teachers and 
School Librarians
• The information on what our local libraries have to 
offer is a revelation to many of our students, and we 
always have several who follow up in various ways, 
either by filling out the library card applications, or 
requesting titles from [our school library], or even 
mentioning that they finally went in to check out the 
public library that has been right next door to them 
since they were born.  
• Students have come back a week later to ask about 
borrowing sequels or other books.
Feedback from Teachers and 
School Librarians
• I took a couple of photos of the two girls who were 
leaving the library reading the books they had just 
borrowed after the booktalks and later that afternoon 
back at the library (chapters later) reading the same 
books because they were so engrossed in the 
stories…I just had to share with you what an impact 
the booktalks make.
Feedback from Teens
• This library is EPIC! I didn’t know you had these kinds of books.
• I didn't know I could go into the library without my parent 
because it looks like it's only for adults.  But now I know it's a 
great quiet, cool place to hang out.
• I didn't know I could/should ask the lady at the desk for help if I 
need to.   
• I thought you had to pay for all the things we could do in 
there.  I didn't know you just needed to get a library card to 
borrow books for FREE…It's so awesome.  Now I know that I 
can go up to the workers if I need help finding something.   
YA Programs and Movies
Last thoughts:
• Anytime you meet someone, remind yourself that  
this person may become a professional connection. 
Do you have common interests and goals? 
• Keep a record of everything that “shows and tells” 
i.e., pictures, and happy anecdotes, the outcome of 
each activity, program, conference attendance, and 
class/school visit. You may need it in the future…
• Remember to be a “GIVR.” You will be both   
remembered and rewarded—your network will 
grow naturally
Thank you! 
Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions anytime in the 
future
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